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more than 20 years to pass a State lot-
tery with proceeds benefiting edu-
cation programs. The primary recipi-
ents of the proceeds are college stu-
dents. In addition to Kkeeping Ten-
nessee’s best and brightest in Ten-
nessee, the purpose of the Lottery
HOPE scholarship program is to pro-
vide students with a means to focus on
their studies rather than having to
take a second job to pay their tuition,
and also to permit them to enter the
workforce without the burden of stu-
dent loans.

Tuition has risen sharply at both
public and private universities, par-
ticularly at public institutions; inter-
est rates on student loans have risen as
well. This has been an onerous burden
on students and their families, and for
many Americans it has left them out
in the cold in terms of pursuing a col-
lege education.

For the U.S. to be able to compete
for jobs in the world, we must have an
educated workforce. We are facing a
shortage of up to 12 million college-
educated workers by 2020. We need to
remove roadblocks to education. There
is nothing more important than the
education of our citizenry, because it
impacts every facet of our society.

I ask my fellow Members of Congress
to join the Democratic majority, join
with me in supporting H.R. 5 as part of
the 100 hours. Pass this student loan
reduction bill.

——————

PELOSI STEWARDSHIP

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today
to express my disappointment with the
broken promises of the Democratic
leadership. I had high hopes that the
promise of unlimited amendments and
bipartisanship would prevail in the
110th Congress, but there have been no
signs of these promises.

From the beginning, hypocrisy and
corruption have reared their ugly
heads. The minimum wage bill is tout-
ed as a massive relief for the poor,
while only 2.5 percent of the population
are actually making the minimum
wage. This bill was nothing more than
a kickback to unions, who use the Fed-
eral minimum wage to negotiate their
salaries. This increase is a whopping 41
percent over 26 months; not to mention
that in the bill American Samoa was
exempt, a place where there are two
canning plants for Del Monte Corpora-
tion, headquartered in San Francisco.

The pledge for open debate and un-
limited amendments has been com-
pletely ignored. Democrats’ bills have
been rammed through without oppor-
tunity for amendments. So many
promises made, all of them broken.

Mr. Speaker, this 100-hour agenda is
a pure sham of political showmanship.
The Democrats have distorted the
North Carolina State motto, which is,
“To be rather than to seem.” While
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these bills seem worthwhile, they are
nothing more than window dressing for
political gain.

PELL GRANTS

(Mr. DEFAZIO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. DEFAZIO. Well, here we have
some born-again student advocates on
the Republican side of the aisle. They
are criticizing our legislation to cut
student financial aid interest rates in
half. Now, I might understand that be-
cause they just doubled student finan-
cial aid interest rates 1 year ago to pay
for tax cuts for wealthy investors, so I
guess they already took a position on
that and they don’t want to have to be
forced to vote to provide help to stu-
dents.

Then they say, well, no, we want to
do Pell Grants. Well, you were in
charge for 12 years; why didn’t you in-
crease Pell Grants during the 12 years
you were in charge? We are going to
cut student financial interest rates in
half and take on the big banks, and we
are going to increase funding for Pell
Grants, something the majority failed
to do in 12 years.

———

THE WAY FORWARD IN IRAQ

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. PENCE. Last week, President
George W. Bush outlined a new strat-
egy and new tactics in our war in Iraq;
he called it, ‘““The Way Forward.”
Sadly, many in Congress and many
around the country want to go back-
wards; to redeploy, to undo our mili-
tary commitment to freedom in Iraq.

Mr. Speaker, I understand this temp-
tation, even though I disagree with it.
It is always tempting to go backwards,
always tempting to want to go back be-
fore loss and hardship and war. The Old
Book tells us otherwise, reading, ‘“‘For-
getting what is behind, I press on.”

Winston Churchill gave us this coun-
sel: ““One ought never to turn one’s
back on a threatened danger and try to
run away from it; if you do that, you
will double the danger. But if you meet
it promptly and without flinching, you
will reduce the danger by half.” So said
Winston Churchill.

I support our Commander in Chief. I
support our new way forward. We must
come together as a Nation. We must
decide as a Nation not to see freedom
fail in Iraq.

———

SUPPORT THE COLLEGE STUDENT
RELIEF ACT

(Mr. BACA asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. BACA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to sup-
port the passage of the College Student
Relief Act of 2007. This legislation will
help families with the cost of college.
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Let’s make college affordable and ac-
cessible for all students.

In California, the average student is
graduating with over $15,000 in debt.
Students are relying more on student
loans. The cost to attend a 4-year pub-
lic university has increased by 41 per-
cent since the year 2001. Students can’t
afford to finish because the costs are
too high. This legislation will help over
200,000 students in my home State
alone. It also will give an opportunity
for students to fulfill the American
Dream in obtaining higher education.

We must do something about this
now. It’s good for our students and
working families. It’s good for our Na-
tion and our future.

Let’s support this legislation.

————

IN SUPPORT OF INCREASING PELL
GRANTS

(Mrs. CAPITO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Mrs. CAPITO. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today in support of increasing Pell
Grants, which we have done over the
past 12 years, contrary to what we
heard earlier. This action would have
the greatest impact on helping lower-
income students afford a college edu-
cation.

Later today, the House will consider
legislation that is intended to increase
college access by temporarily reducing
subsidized student loan interest rates,
a helpful measure. But I suggest to my
colleagues that an average 18-year-old
student will not base whether they can
g0 to college on whether their percent-
age of interest rate is 6.8 today or 6.14
for the 2007 year. What would make a
difference is the amount of aid, either
grants or loans, that is immediately
available to help them afford school.
To make college accessible, we should
focus on what we can do now for stu-
dents, not when they graduate.

Regardless of how you feel today, we
need to work together on a bipartisan
basis to increase Pell Grants to ensure
that they are sufficient to help stu-
dents to afford a higher education. This
would be a very effective way to help
students from low- and middle-income
families afford college.

SUPPORT THE COLLEGE STUDENT
RELIEF ACT

(Ms. GIFFORDS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to express my strong support for
the College Student Relief Act, legisla-
tion that will cut interest rates in half
over the next b years.

We live in an information-driven
world where a college education is
more vital than ever. Yet financial bar-
riers will prevent millions of American
high school graduates from realizing
their full potential and getting the
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